THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


speak ; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.—I THxss. 2: 4. 


Ne. 21. vel. LX. — May 26,1898, Price One Penny. 


A ‘HERO IN HUMBLE LIFE. 


Tux Elders he have extensive experience in the ministry 3 have 
good opportunities to study human character. 

Many men I have met stand out in bold relief as I reflect. upon the past. 
One presents himself before my mind's eye“ at this moment. He died 
in the Eighth Ward of this city, May 22, 1897, at the age of seventy-six 
years... His name was Robert Williams. I will introduce him more fally 
to the reader later own. 

I was called into the missionary. feld by President Q. 
who then presided over the European Mission, in the beginning of 1863, 

and was assigned as Traveling Elder to the Hull (Yorkshire) Conference. 
Brother Williams was then President of the Hull Branch. It did not take 
us long to become closely acquainted and in full sympathy with each 
other. I had not been long in Hull before his house became my head- 

His mind had a strong religious bent. His inclination exhibited itself 
— before he * 15 ee a as shown by earlier incidents of his 

For a young: man worked for was 
afflicted..with a chronic disease of the lungs. He became so ill that he 
appeared to be nearing. the end. Robert visited him, and was much 
moved: by the grief of the lad’s parents. He recalled the statements of 
the seriptares about the prayer of faith for the sick, and asked the family 
if they. would like him to pray for the boy. They gladly assented. He 
laid his hands upon the head of the patient and prayed fervently that he 
might be healed... The ne was answered and the young man regov- 


ered forthwith. . 
Brother Williams’ entry into the Chureb, which 
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to me, was quite romantic. He had, before hearing the fullness of the 
Gospel, been connected, at different times, with several of the sectarian 
religions, but each in its turn became distasteful to him. Finally he met 
a man named Dixon, who taught him the principles of the Gospel. They 
were glad tidings to him and made his heart fill with gladness. He 
declared at once that he knew them to be true, and he had been looking 
for them during the greater part of his life. 

The two repaired one evening to the River Humber, near a bridge which 
crossed it. Brother Williams was led into the water by his cor 
and as the immersion was about to be performed a voice from D of 
the bridge shouted, Hello there! What are you going to do with that 
man? Are you going to drown him?” 

Im about to be baptized for the remission of my sins ; have FO sy 
objection?” 

“No. Go ahead.” 

So the believer was buried in the water. 

The two went to Mr. Dixon’s hore, where he went through the downs 
of confirming Robert Williams a member of the Church of Christ, confer- 
ring upon him the Holy Ghost, and even ordaining him to the office of an 
Elder. 

My friend returned to his own residence. On his way a cloud of sad- 
ness hung over and finally seemed to envelop him. On reaching his own 
fireside he sat down and tried to reflect, and he knew something was 
wrong. He knew that the evil lay with Dixon and not with the prineiples 
he had taught him. He had been imposed upon. Re returned be the 
home of that individual. 

On entering he began at once by saying, “Dixon, there's Fan 
wrong, and it is with you. I know the doctrines you taught me are true, 
but you have deceived me. You must at orice tell me where I can’ find 
the people who believe and practice what you have taught. 
Mr. Dixon seemed confused, and hesitated, but Brother Williams finally 
got the address of Simeon Pickering, the then a for the ee 
Srak in the Hull branch of the Church. 

Our friend hastened to find that gentleman. On n his 23 
knock at the door was responded to by Sister eee | g au, 
Is Mr. Pickering at home?” 

“Yes. Come in.“ 

He entered and walked up to the * of the . ad sit: “You 
belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints)? 

The person addressed seemed somewhat bewildered, and appeared to 
what was coming next, but said he was 

ure 
In the conversation that followed our friend 0 that Dixon bed | 
been at one time a member of the Church and held the office of a Priest, 
dut had been cut off for cause. He was therefore an imposter, and 1 
explains why his victim had such sad feelings as he experienced. 

Our friend informed his new acquaintance that he en to >be bapa 
and did not want any unnecessary delay about it, ° | 
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“Well, I will take you to Elder William G. Young” (son of the late Bishop 
Lorenzo D. Long), and see what he shall say about it“ 

Elder Young was found. After a brief explanation regarding the situa- 
tion, Brother Young said to the visitor in chief, “Do you believe Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet of God?” 

“I don’t know anything about Joseph. Smith. He may oe a Prophet 
for all I know. But I do know, that as God gave prophets anciently to 
lead the people, I do not see may he should not do so now, Tm sure they're 
very much needed.” 

So he was baptized by one holding, au thority, and received the Holy 
Ghost. His heart leaped for joy: his soul was satisfied; he had found 
at last the pearl of great price, for which he so long had sought. 

Soon after my arrival in the Hull Conference I learned of numbers of 
past incidents connected with the labors of Brother Williams. There was 
in the Hull Branch an honest-hearted old Elder of the Church named 
Thomas Clixby. He would sometimes testify about his-being healed by 
the power of God through the administration of Brother W. While in 
the docks he fell from a tall pile of timber to the stone causeway, and was 
so badly injured that it was thought he could not live. After being 
administered to he speedily recovered, and attended a meeting. of the 
Sainte on the following Sunday. 

Brother Williams had to struggle against two obstacles during his whole 
life—ill-health and poverty. Yet his energy and enterprise in the cause 
of truth never seemed to flag. He was comparatively uneducated, yet he 
was an intelligent and interesting speaker, although he spoke with a 
provincial accent. He was in a high degree courageous. He kept 
the | Branch i in a constant state of activity. Street preaching was 
vigorously engaged in, camp meetings were held in the e 
villages, and baptisms occurred at brief intervals. 

I well remember an instance of his great faith which came ander my 
own observation. One day a sister named Salmon called at his house and 
informed Brother Williams and myself that her husband, who was also in 
the Church, had, in lifting a heavy weight while at work as a drayman, 
burst a blood vessel and was bleeding to death internally. The poor 
women was weeping and evidently in great distress. She desired us 
. the unfortunate man with all possible speed and administer 
to 

We found Brother Salmon in a terrible plight. He looked like a corpse, 
all color having left his face, and he was weak and helpless from loss of 
blood from his veins. As I was young and inexperienced, at my desire 
Brother Williams acted as spokesman in the ordinance after the anointing. 
There was no hesitation nor faltering in his administration, and Brother 
Salmon said, somewhat faintly, “The bleeding has stopped.” Within a 
few days he appeared in meeting and testified that he was healed by the 
power of God. 

Some time after this. incident occurred I took occasion to allude to it 
under somewhat novel circumstances. Near the close of 1863 I was invited 
to attend a conference to be held in the town of * at Which 
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most of the Elders in the ministry in Europe were expected to be present. 
It lasted over a week, was a notable gathering of its class. 

Early one morning, while alone in an upper room of Brother Willis 
house, it was revealed to me that when I should leave 1 my field to respond 
to this invitation I should not return to labor there again; consequently 
on the Sabbath before my departure [ bade farewell to the Saints, ‘whom 
I had learned to love. I told them I was going to another part ot the 
vineyard, but did not inform them how I knew this to be the case. 

Near the close of the proceedings in Birmingham many Elders were 
released to return home, while many others were appointed to different 
fields by President George Q. Cannon. My appointment was to the 
Sheffield Conference, with a special injunction that I should not return 
to my recent field but proceed forthwith to the new one. = 

During the following year I visited Hull on the occasion of a eber 
ence. The morning and afternoon meetings were attended almost exclu- 
sively by the Saints. Before the gathering in the evening a desire rested 
upon me to induce some outside people to attend. This resulted in a 
suggestion to some of the Elders as to the advisability of holding an open 
air meeting. The reply was the reverse of enthusiastic. I slipped quietly 
away and went to the public square, and took a stand which had been 
often occupied by Brother Williams and others—in front of King William’s 
statue. Having no confidence in my musical ability, I read the hymn 
which begins, “The time is nigh, that happy time,” then prayed. A few 
people stood around, looking on curiously. A discourse on the first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel followed, and a large crowd gathered around to listen. 
Before the conclusion some of the brethren, on their way to meeting, had 
to pass the statue, when they discovered the identity of the preacher. 11 

When I closed the people were informed of the conference in Temper- 
ance Hall. They were invited to attend, and told that if they did not know 
the locality of the hall they could follow me as their guide. Quite a large 
number did so. The steps leading up to the ball were wooden, and we 
made quite a clatter before we reached the door, and as we filed in, 'Presi- 
dent Brigham Young, Jr., then presiding in Europe, said jocularly after- 
wards that he thought sure, from the noise we made, that a mob was coming. 

‘Elder George Reynolds was preaching when we entered. His subject 
was Faith, and he was illustrating it by reference to the life of Abraham. 
I was the next to address the audience, the theme being the gifts, of the 
Gospel. 

After, ‘meeting, a tall Gers, one of the men who came in from the 
market-place, approached me, while the others crowded around and ns. 
tened to what followed. Among other things he said: és 

Do you mean to say that such gifts as those which were ossesset r c 
the ancient Christian Church exist now?” . 

“T have already made a statement to that effect, and eaten it” e 
Have you any proof to offer. Have you ever seen anybody healed?” 
Do you see that man at the other end of the room?” (pointiug to 

Brother Salmon, who was healed through te administration of Broth 
Williams). 
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“Yes.” 
“T will call him oe . he was ever healed by the 
exercise of faith in God and the administration of His servants, he will 
tell you that he was while he was mn internally from the bursting 
of a blood vessel. 
Jon need not call him. I believe what you say and require no further 
evidence, but it greatly surprises „ 
The foregoing but embodies the purport 
of what was said. 
Brother Williams was the e bringing many faithful e into 
4 Church. I met one of them in the Salt Lake Temple a few days since — 
William B. Armstrong. He was in that sacred place doing work in behalf of 
his dead kindred. This illustrates the far-reaching character of the labors 
of faithful men like my deceased friend. 
Tbe poverty and ill-health of Brother Williams have been mentioned. 
‘They clung to him during his entire life. Every station he occupied of a 
temporal character was extremely humble. When I knew him first his 
only: source of revenue was from nen and peddling pikelets, which 
are something like pancakes. = 
Some of my young readers may 3 why the Lord ‘tallied a man 
1 so many noble traits to endure such seemingly great disadvantages. 
It should. be remembered that he had many glorious privileges, which 
more than counterbalanced them. The opportunity and disposition to 
embrace the Gospel are more valuable than all the riches of the world. It 
is a good thing for people to be mindful of the fact that they are in mor- 
tality: only for a short time. Life is eternal beyond it. If Brother 
Williams bad accumulated untold wealth he would not be in possession of 
it now. Besides, it would probably have stood in the way of his salva- 
tion, As it is, his good works follow him, and he has secured a place in 
3 r God, and he will have it forever. 
Some people turn up their noses at the poor simply because of sheir 
| . This is not uncommon among “society” folk. I hope none of 
my young: readers will ever be guilty of such conduct. It is abominable. 
God is:displeased with it. Many of the noblest of God's sons and daugh- 
ters have struggled with poverty. | 
Lam reminded of a remark made by the poet Burns. He was 1s walking 
along: one of the leading streets of Edinburgh, in company with a titled 
aristocrat, when he turned to an old friend who was passing. He was 
roughly and commonly dressed. The poet greeted him with evidences of 
friendship and affection. When the two separated, the haughty aristocrat 
expressed his surprise at Burns having condescended: to speak to such a 
common person as the the man who had just passed on. Thebard replied, _ 
“Sir, I spoke to the man, not to his coat. If he and we were placed on 
the scales to ascertain our respective merits, he would outweigh both of us,” 
A man like Robert Williams would, in my opinion, outweigh a hundred 
purse-proud people who worship wealth and expend all their best. energiea 
in gathering it and look down upon the humble and the ein en 
1 in Juvenile Instructor. 
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THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. .. 


‘Tue islands were discovered by Magellan in 1521, and Manila, the capital, 
was founded by Legaspi in 1571, and since that time they have been under 
the dominion: of Spain. Their conquest and retention was in marked 
contrast to the usual Spanish methods of dealing with conquered: people, 8 
methods of which Cortez and Pizarro are the chief exponents.’ | 
with six Augustinians and a handful of soldiers accomplished: the. — 
ful work of conquest. Without greed for gold and without any exhibition 
of cruelty or persecution, these devoted men labored among the docile 
people until they won their confidence, so that the islands were seized 
with little bloodshed and no massa ere or depopulation. The name “Islas 
Filipas” was given by Legaspi in 1567. Contests with frontier rebellious 
tribes, attacks by pirates, earthquakes and typhoons serve to break! up 
the monotony of an otherwise uneventful history. Manila was captured 
by the English under Draper and Cornish in 1762, and ransomed for 
$5,000,000; but was restored in 1764. The present insurreotions in the 
islands were put down with an iron hand and many atrocities were com- 
mitted, so that it is little wonder that many of the inhabitants tovk ¢pon 
the arrival of the Americans asadeliverance. 

While none of the islands have very high mountains. (the highicaw Ape, 
in Mindanao, being over 9,000 feet), still all the islands may be described 
in general as mountainous and hilly. Volcanic forces have had a large 
share in shaping the archipelago, but few of the peaks are now volcanic. 
In 1814 a terrible eruption destroyed 12,000 people at Camalig, Budiao, 
Albay, Guinobatan and Daraga. In 1867 the same district: was visited 
with another eruption. The Philippines are also notorious for terrible 
typhoons. In 1876 one of the storms burst over Luzon; pouring down the 
sides of the mountain Mayon, bringing destruction: to a number of cities, 
completely: ruining 6,000 houses. Typhoons on the coast are also common. 
The third great evil to which the islands are treated are the earthquakes, 
which visit them so-frequently that they affect the style adopted in the 
erection of buildings. The most violent earthquake occurred: in 1880, 
destroying an immense amount of property, including the cathedral. 
The Philippine Islands are peculiar in having three seasons a cold, a hot 
and a wet. The first extends from November to February or Maroh. The 
‘winds are northerly and woollen clothing and a fire are desirable. The sky 
is clear and the air bracing, and Europeans in this strange clime consider 
it the pleasantest time of the year. The hot season lasts from March to 
June, and the heat becomes oppressive and thunderstorms of terrific 
violence are frequent. During July, August, September and October the 
Manila western side of the island ot (Lene and is about'600 
miles from Hong-Kong. It has one of the most spacious and beautiful 
harbors in the world. The shores are low and inland can be seen the out- 
line of mountains. The city of Manila resembles a dilapidated’ fortiess 
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surrounded by stone walls 300 years old. There is also a wide, shallow 
moat. The gates are never closed and it is doubtful if the city could make 
any defense. There is also an old fort. Several creeks branch off from 
the landlocked bay and afford a means of communication with the suburbs. 
These creeks are crossed by innumerable bridges, and canoes thread their 
way through these narrow waterways, which somewhat resemble a tropi- 
cal Venice. Around the walls and the edge of the bay is a fashionable 
drive lined with almond trees. It is here that the well-to-do inhabitants 
walk, drive, and meet their friends. Of nearly 300,000 people in the 
province there are not more than 5,000 Spaniards. One of the most 
curious sights to the traveler who comes from China are the large two- 
wheel drays drawn by so-called water buffaloes. They are guided by a 
ring through their nose, to which is attached a cord leading back to the 
driver who either mounts on his back or rides on the shafts. The weight 
of the load is borne on the neck by means of a yoke. The beasts are 
docile and their chief delight seems to be to wallow in the mud, and to 
submerge themselves so that only the nose is out of the water. The water 
buffalo is particularly valuable to the inhabitants as a beast of burden, as 
it can drag a plough and can walk while knee deep in mud. The milk of 
the female is very generally used instead of cow’s milk, but its meat is 
unfit for food. ‘The dwelling houses in Manila are constructed with a 
view of shutting out the intense heat of the summer. The houses are 
rarely more than two stories in height, owing to the ravages of earth- 
quakes. - Glass is of course unknown, as the earthquakes would shiver 
Overy pane. 

interest, to the traveler, for the streets are narrow and the houses solid 
and gloomy. The Spaniards born in the Iberian Peninsula look down 
upon those born in the islands, so that class distinctions are very closely 
drawn. Hatred and jealousy of the foreigner are carried to extreme 
limits, the Chinese coming in for a large share of their disfavor. The 
dress of the natives is exceedingly picturesque and is never adopted by 
the Spanish. Cigar makers in and around the city of Manila number 
22,000, and they.are all girls and women with the exception of 1,500 men. 
They present a picturesque appearance with their native costume and 
huge hats intended to protect them from the rays of the sun. They 
make their cigars squatting on their heels or sitting on bamboo stools two 
inches high. They frequently come from considerable distances, going 
back and forth in boats. Tobacco has always been and probably will 
continue to be the most important product of the Philippines. The wants 
of the natives are few and are easily supplied. They live along the banks 
of the rivers in huts made of bamboo and cane, thatched with palm leaves. 
Some of the views in the suburbs of Manila are enchanting.—Scientyjic 
American. 


| youmer spend ‘more time on the mountain tops. 
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THURSDAY, M MAY 96, 1806. 


OF LIVING LIGHT. 
No. 


l I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, Lani e 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud Voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment i is ‘come: 
and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the foun- 
tains of waters. .And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Rev. 14: 6-8). In these inspired 
words John the beloved Apostle predicted the restoration of the Gospel | 
to the earth, and the subsequent destruction of that power which had 
filled the earth with the darkness of spiritual inebriety and wickedness. 
That these events were not revelations of the past, but prophecies of the 

future manifested to the Apostle John, is made certain by what he says 
in chapter 4, verse 1: After this I looked, aud, behold, a door was 
opened in heaven: and the first voice which 1 heard was as it were of a 
‘trumpet talking with me: which said, Come up hither, and I will show 
thee things which must be hereafter.” The angels spoken of in the ‘l4th 
chapter, quoted above, were among the things which John was- told 
must be hereafter.” It should be observed that when the angel should 
fly to the earth bearing the everlasting Gospel, it was to be at a time 
hen every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people would be without 
that Gospel in its fullness.. That this has been the condition of the world 

Foretold by the Savior. 

In predicting events that would occur previous to His ec in 151 “the 
oni of the world,” Christ declared, “And this gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come.“ (Matt. 24: 14). From this we learn that the 
Gospel as preached by Obrist and delivered by Him to the Apostles, 
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to be preached in all the world as a witness of W a 
“Wherefore the Lord said, forasmuch as this people draw near me with 
their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their 
heart fur from me, and their fear toward me is taught by che precept of men: 
therefore I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, even a 
marvelous work and à wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall 
perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall behid.” (Isaiah 
29: 13, 1). All the prophets whose writings have been collected in the 
sacred volume’ called the Bible, have preclaimed the glory of the latter 
days and the final triumph of truth n the 
over the deceptions of that evil one. 
Through whom would the Gospel t be Restored? 
Thus not only the restoration of the Gospel was foretold by holy men 
of God, after the great apostasy that was to take place, but the manner of 
its revelation was also explained. It was to be by the coming of an angel 
from heaven. To whom might it be expected that this angel should appear? 
To the learned divines and contending sectaries of modern Christendom? 
Do: they not all declare that revelation. ceased when John received his 
vision, recorded in the Book of Revelation? Do they not teach that 
though angels once ministered to men, the day of their coming has long 
since passed! Have they any faith to call on God for a divine communi- 
cation? And will the Almighty reveal anything except to those who call 
upon Him in faith? God's ways are not as man's ways. Therefore, as 
Paul expressed it, Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the thinys which are mighty; that no flesh should glory 
in His presence.” (I Cor. 1: 26, 27). And as quoted above, the Lord 
determined that in bringing forth His latter-day work, “a marvelous work 
and a wonder,” the wisdom of the wise anne om the acon 
of the * ahould be hid. ; | 
Aocount' of the | 
It was in the year 1823 that the angel spoken of hy John the Revelator 
came with the everlasting Gospel to a young man scarcely eighteen years 
of age, of obscure, though respectable parentage, and without the learning 
of the schoole. His name too, was commou; and his occupation that of 
a farmer's boy. Joseph Smith, whom the Lord raised up to receive His 
word, ‘establish His Church and prepare the way lor the Redeemer's 
cond coming, was led to enquire of the Lord through reading the scrip- 
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tured for the purpose of finding out which of all the «disputing religions 
was right. Coming to the Epistle of James, 1st: chapter and:5Sth' verse, 
be read: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him. But let 
him ask in faith, nothing wavering.” Relying on this word, he went into 
the: woods to pray, and in the simplicity of his heart called on God for 
the wisdom which he felt he greatly needed. He was then but fourteen 
years. of age, but his faith was etrong and wavered not. His prayers, were 
heard, and in a heavenly. vision in open daylight, the Father and the Son 
revealed themselves to his astonished gaze. The Father, pointing to the 
Son, proclaimed, This is my beloved Son, hear Him.“ Our Savior spoke 
to the boy, and in answer to His question as to whieh of all the r religiou 
sects was right, he was told that they had all gone out of the way, and 
was commanded to go after none of them, but was ene that in due 
time the true Gospel of Christ should be revealed to him. 


Appearance of an Angel. en al 

chamber, just as he had retired for the night. Coming in glory, the 
angel showed to Joseph the place where an ancient record was hidden in 
the side of a hill, containing the history of the former inhabitants of the 
American continent, including an account of a visit made to them by 
Jesus Christ after His resurrection from the dead, when He declared. to 
them the same Gospel that He had preached in Palestine, and also-eatab- 
lished His Church among them after the same pattern as that organized 
on the eastern hemisphere. He was informed that this record should be 
subsequently placed in his hands to translate by the gift and power of 
God to be given to him through means which the Lord had prepared. for 
that purpose. This manifestation was thrice repeated, that Joseph might 
be fully assured of its reality. Under the inspiration of Almighty God, 
the young man was able to obtain possession of this precious record, 
inseribed in small and curious characters upon metallic plates. The 
Gospel is set forth in plain and simple language, and no one who. reads 
the ‘book, which 1s called the Book of Mormon, with a prayerful and 
unprejudiced heart, will fail to be impressed with its divine origin. 

Priesthood Conferred. 

After being thus favored of the Lord, Joseph Smith received a visita- 
tion from John the Baptist, who held authority in ancient times to preach 
and administer baptism by immersion for the remission of sins. He came 
as a ministering angel, and ordained Joseph Smith and his companion 
Oliver Cowdery, to that Priesthood and authority. Thus. endowed, 
these young men baptized each other, and at a later date were ministered 
to by the Apostles Peter, James and John, who ordained them to the 


2 
? 
4 
* 
* 
1 
? 
2 
2 
* 
a 
4 * 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNiAL TAR. 331 


ee with authority to lay hands on baptized believers and confer 
the gift of the ' Holy Ghost, also to build up and ——o Chareh of 


On the sixth day of April, 1830, the Church of ae Christ was 
organised in the state of New York, with six members, Latter-day Saints 
who had been baptized for the remission of sins and had been confirmed 
by the laying on of banda. The Holy Ghost was manifested unto them, 
and as the Church grew in numbers the gifts of the spirit were imparted, 
and the organization was eventually made complete with Apostles, 
Prophets, Seventies, Elders, Priests, Teachers and Deacons, also Bishops 
and other officers that were in the primitive Christian Church; indeed 
all the grades of the Melchisedek and Aaronic Priesthood, with their 
keys, powers and endowments, and all the ordinances, ministrations and 


divinely authorised, were sent out into the world to preach the Gospel 
ke ‘thé Apostles of old, without salary and without pay of any kind, 
depending upon the Lord and friends whom He might raise up to minister 
to their temporal wants. Wherever they went and people received their 
testimony and were baptized for the remission of sins, the Holy Ghost 
was poured out upon them through the laying on of hands, and they 
invatiably obtained a testimony from God that they were accepted of 
Him, and that He had in very deed re-established His Church on earth. 
There are now many thousands of living witnesses to the truth of these 
things. They are natives of various countries, speaking different lan- 
guages, reared in divers religions; they are now brought to the unity of 
the faith; they have come to a knowledge of the truth. Doubt has fled 
and darkness has been dispersed ; the light of heaven shines in their souls. 
They are in a strait and narrow way. They are members of the body of 
Christ, and His Spirit, which searcheth all things, yea the deep things of 
God, is the abiding witness from on high and shows them things past, 
present, and to come. 
Dispensation of the Fullness of Times. 


This is the latter-day work spoken of by the holy prophets. It is the 
dispensation of the fullness of times, in the which God will “gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him.” (Eph. 1: 10). It is the best and greatest 
of dispensations. In it will be accomplished the. “restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began“! (Acts 3: 21). It is to prepare the way for the second 
advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will come in the clouds of heaven 
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them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. when He shall. come to be glorified in his Saints.“ (II Thess. 
1: 7, 10). In this dispensation, after all people have been warned and 
the Gospel has been preached for a witness to all nations, and the elect 
are gathered together from the four winds, namely east, west, north and 
south, the great tribulations and jadgments will be poured out, the end 


of the world, that is, the end of the rule of Satan and of the wicked will 
come, the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of ur’ God 
and His Christ, and He will reign over them forever. 5 

Au Mankind called to Repentance. 
5 be times of this ignorance God winked at; but now ‘gommoandeth 
all men everywhere to repent.“ Therefore, gh! ye. inhabitauts ol the 
earth, hearken to the voice of the Lord, which is unto all people, Christian 
and pagan, preachers and hearers,. papists, protestante, infidels, secularists 
and agnostics, rich and poor, kiugs, presidents, rulers, pe nts aud 1 men 
and women of all races, religions and degrees, saying, repent of your, sins, 
of your false creeds, of your dead forms, and of all your unbelief s 
iniquities, and come unto we, and be baptized by my ein on whom 
I have placed my authority, and receive the laying on of t their Bands, and 
vou shall receive the remission of your eins and the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and shall know that I am God, and that I have set my band to accom 
plish my great work in the berth, and if you abide in me you shall in 
the earth when it is cleansed and . and shall be crowned with 
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FPERSEOUTION NOT ‘CASED, 
Our missionaries 80 little of late * one 
led to believe that prejudice and hatred had ceased to be entertained by 
“the opponents of truth. But the evil one has not ceased. his operations, 
and the Latter-day Saints can still “rejoice and be exceeding glad, „ for 
the Savior has said, Blessed are ye, when men ‘shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against: vou falsely, for my sake.” 
Evil disposed persons are still publishing in the newspapers all manner 
of falsehoods about the Saints, and inciting | other people to revile. and 
persecute them. In some places the missionaries have had mobs to. on- 
tend with quite recently. 
Elders J. W. Stringfellow and Robert Anderson, while about to hold an 
out-door meeting in Watford, London, a short time since, were ‘attacked, 
and, having appealed to the police, had to be accompanied home by an 
officer for protection: The mob was incited to throwing dirt and stones 
at the} Elders; by disreputable character who makes it a practice to 
opablish, kalae and ridiculous accusations against the Latter-day Saints, 
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Two of our missionaries in Holland, Elders Hyrum Hand and Brother 
Jongsma, a local Elder, report an experience they had recently with a 
mob. At the time they were laboring in a place called Hoogkerk. While — 
returning from visiting a friend one night they were met by a crowd of 
men who were lying in wait for them, and without any provocation they 
were accosted first with vile names, followed with stones. The Elders 
were soon overtaken, and one of them, Brother Hand, was kicked con- 
siderably and afterwatds pushed into a slough of mud and water, and had 
to wade through it in order to get away from the brutal mob. Elder 
J ongsma escaped more fortunately, but not before he was thrown down 
twice: Neither one received serious their was 
damaged, and one’s hat — 


‘Mes. Mary zinsen FENTON Youna, wife of Apostle Brigham Young, 
died in Salt Lake City, Utah, on May 11, 1898. Her death resulted from 
an affliction with which she had been suffering for some years. The 
deceased was born in New J ersey, and was in the fifty-sixth year of her 
age. She had made. her home in Utah since 1867, and was well known 
and highly respected. She leaves a husband and three. children. She 
was in this country a few years ago with her husband, while he was pre- 
siding over the European sen, and will be remembered by many of 


the Saints. 


Tun first seven numbers of the Rays of Living Light series of. tracts, 
which have. appeared i in the Stak, are now printed in tract form, and may 
be obtained at this office at 2s. 6d. per 1000. The whole series contains 
twelve tracts, and the remaining numbers will be published in the near 
future. 

We have at this office a number of books of the “Faith-Promoting 
Series,” containing interesting narratives of missionary experiences, suit- 
able for the perusal of the young. They are recommended in the Sunday 
School Treatise as use in ‘The 


RELEASES AND Alfred A. Garrick 
honorably released from ‘Tabor ng in the Scottish to return 
home June 9, 1899. 

Elder Edward Rushton from in 
the Birmingham Conference to return home June 9, 1898. His ‘early 
return is on account of ill‘health. Nei 

Elder Alexander Faddies has bee che? Trish 
and appointed to labor as à Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference. 

Elders’ Peter G. Johnston, of the ‘Scottish Conference, Nels Nelson, 
of the Newcastle Conference, Ray Decker, of the London Conference, and 
Louis O. Duncan, of the Birmingham Conference, have been released from 

spective conferences in which they have been 3 and ended 
as Traveling ‘Elders in the Irish Conference. 
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woman of a dear old lady who had passed through the sunshine and shade 
of nearly ninety years. “You never seem to mind what comes to yon; you 
take it all as if it erate ee thing you vanted, whether it Wee 
or not. 

The old lady smiled, the genial then she 
said: “I never let myself get so used to anything that I cannot do with- 
out it. I made up my mind years ago that I would not get set in my 
ways. People who are set in their ways have a hard time. You know, 
we can’t always be just where we prefer; we can’t always have the things 
we like best, nor do the things that are easiest. 

“Now,” she said, smiling, “if I find I always want the same chair and 
don’t like anyone else to occupy it, I make myself get up and sit some- 
where else, because I think it is better for me to be contented i in one Place 
just the same as in another.” 

“You dear old philosopher,” said the other. “I wonder, if I should 
begin right away, if there is time yet left for me to grow into such sweet | 
content before I die!” 

Since we are not all such Christian philosophers as this woman, who 
had not lived her more than four score years for naught, the Lord our 
Teacher uses in our training those methods which we are not wise enough 
to use for ourselves. By frequent changes in our lot He accustoms us to 
be content with such things as we have. He teaches us that the Ae i is 
more than meat,” and that true life does not consist in ¢ ‘cir- 
cumstances. 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


THE semi-annual conference of the Latter-day Saints in the Irish Con- 
ference District convened on Sunday, May 22, 1898. Services were held 
at 10:30 a.m., and at 2:30 and 7 p.m., in the Whitehall Buildings, Ann 805 
Belfast. 

Among those present were Rulon S. Wells and Jos. W. McMurrin of the 
presidency of the European Mission; Elder Wm. Nisbett of the Scottish 
Conference; President Heotor A. McQuarrie, and all the Tra teling gern 
in the Irish Conference. 

During the morning service the general authorities of the Church and 
presidency of the European Mission were presented and pnanimonaly sus- 
tained. Elder Hector A. McQuarrie was unanimously sustained as prosi- 
dent of the Irish Conference, and Alex. Faddies, Wm. O. Mawson, W. J. 
Knell and F. J. A. Jaques were sustained to labor as Traveling Elders 
Ratheniel. Johaston was sustqined .clork of ‘the Jeph 

ce. 


previous months, as follows: Seventies, (wi 
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Priests, 3; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 1; members, 81; children under eight 
years of age, 15; total number of nls (exclusive of missionaries), 108. 
Tracts distributed, from door to door, 19,442; in open-air meetings or 
otherwise, 760; books sold, 11; loaned, 157; given away, 13. Houses 
visited with first tracts only, 4,601; by first invitation, 52; by re-invita- 
tion, 168. Gospel conversations, 945; meetings held, in hall, 88; in cot- 
tages, 48; out-door, 37; Priesthood, 5. Baptisms, (new members), 3; con- 
. 3; erlesene 2; children blessed, of Chureh members, 2; 
emigrated, over eight years, 4. : 

The speakers during the morning service were Elders W. J. Knell and 
Jos. W. McMurrin; those of the afternoon, Elders F. J. A. Jaques and 
Rulon S. Wells. * the evening, addresses were delivered by Elders Alex. 
Faddies, Wm. O. Mawson, Hector A. McQuarrie, and Jos. W. McMurrin. 

A goodly number of Sainte and strangers were in attendance through- 
out the day. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, at the Conference 
House, 84 Mount Street, where the Elders gave a brief summary of their 
labors. Presidents Wells and MoMurrin pre, some good counsel and 
useful instructions to those present. 

During the evening a little social gathering. was held at the Conference 
House, at which Saints and friends spent an enjoyable time. 

NATHANIEL JOHNSTON, Clerk of Conference. 


THE HARD THINGS OF LIFE. 


THERE is no doubt that every hard thing that God permits to come into 
our life has a blessing wrapped up in it. The things which appear before 
us as discouragements prove to be helps toward nobler attainments. A 
Christian physician, whose career has been full of faith and noble minis- 
try, gives this experience: — He was a poor boy, and a cripple. One day 
he was watching some other boys on the ball-field. They were active, 
strong, and healthy. As he looked on, his heart grew bitter with envy. 
A young man who stood beside him noted the discontent on his face, and 
said to him, “You wish you were in those boys’ place, don’t you?” “Yes, 
1 do,” was the answer. “I reckon God gave them money, education, and 

th,” continued the young man, “to help them to be of some account 
in the world. Did it never strike you,” be continued, after a moment's 
pause, “that He gave you your lame leg for the same reason—to make a 
man of you?” The boy gave no answer, and turned away. He was angry, 
but he did not forget the words. His crippled leg God’s gift! To teach 
him patience, courage, perseverance! To make a man of him! He 
thought of the words till he saw their meaning. That kindled hope and 
cheer, and he determined to conquer his hindrance. He grew heroic. He 
soon learned that what was true of his lame leg was true also of all the 
difficulties, hindrances, and hard conditions of his life—they were all God’s 
gifts to him to help him to be of some W eee make a 
man of him.—Christian Age. 
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